Dear Paul, 1/2/98 

I dare not even think of any tiling tliat scratches! Including tny own fingers 
inside of Andean leatlier mittens with a fleece lining with which I sleep. I 
bleed very easily, the skin, outer layer, breaks if it is looked at hard, and 
if A touch the doorkne^t with my wrist on entering or leaving my office it can 
take two covered months to lieal L 



When Lil finishes the cli^gre she's one and calls me vie' 11 got to the ^doctoring 
that is necessary. The itching seems to come from two medications that keep me 
(Xlive. The real problem i 3 in my sleep, despite thpso mottens* She can apply the 
prescribed medications better than I caV and con reach wliat X can^t react^well. 

If your wife is willing I'd love to mail here wliat I am working on now, .ga« 
FaldLEfc K ennedyt Tho Dark Side of Sy ^ersh. I'm getting towatQ. the end but I 
suspect I' ire about GO f 000 vjo^ttls on paper* 

I have one manuscript now being retyped in Idaho. I'vejhad some done in 
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, New Hampshire and I think other places. Wherever 
peoplo are willing. ^ MX -iiU uh Mr\t. 

But if you mention this to your wife, please give her to understand thakthe 
copy is very diety, as the letters are. .Only the copj/also has inesrts. 

In order to do what I'vo beef'l doing * ait down and write w/o talcing the time 
for the outline that would take as long as the writing. The volume, my healthy 
friends tell me, younger ones, too, i3 impressive. It is inte)dded as a reqed 
for history. But tho Uersh book shoulc be commercially acceptabJe, with editing. 
One tiling that T know would liave to come out is referring to his method or 
technique as Uersh-it. (Anywojrypu take it is is true.) 

I think *‘ary is capable of boing completely honest but it is hard to tell 
when aha way have something else in mind. 4>t is not that she is not honest, it is 
that she can have something else , not visible , in mind. . 

I've let^pu letter stay where Hi si t^ and read so, eys, we did like that 
marmelade. But if *#P it has muen sugar in it, we should not have it. Pounds^. 
..And neither gets much exercise at all. 

Hal ho3 not mentioned bis health but the last tiraw we saw him and in your p 
picture lie did look different. What is hi3 health problem? 

Thanks for the clipping, which wa3 news to me, and for the [imes bestOseller 
listng. llersh dropped rapidly. Wo began itZ at the iines. In tho end 2 may want it 
by the week, if possible, for s£y two months. Or until ho is off i SXiO, 

Little Lexicon girl is pretty. 

What I've beer) circulating a bit is 'duplicates of the computer disks after 
tho retyping i 3 corrected* several colleges almost exclusively* 
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The way wo liavo v/orked, on the retyping is thot the one doing the retyping 
keeps the diskette, j?end^(e one printout, I make corrections an^j/ return it for 
tho corrections to bo made. Tliat takes care of most of wlia^i; is not as clear 
as it should be beG-i^me the copy is dirty, lhv\( rfM/k?, 

On DGbra/ L ^ ncer f she aslccd me to do a piece on the LaFontaine fiction and 
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having dono a book-length manuscipt I took tho time. She said she liked it, 
then tlioy^%ft‘ got &vica and il; was not Used. She said it would be in the next ^ 
issue and wasn’t. I did not hoar from either further. .I’ve told her what I think 
of Evica and of hii3 soliciting a paper on me as a CI& agent. She won't ask more, 
syjjf/ith or without him. He is subject-matter ignorant but mokes on the opposite and 
I tliink lias come to believe it. 

Thanks and have a/good year! 



If you could seo mo you’d understand better and I think get a laugh. 

I *y had to keep botli legs up for 20 years and then liave been horizontal when 
I’m notion thorn. Then I was told to keep the left foot as high as the heart. I 
use a barstool whero 1 sit in the Hvingroom and one in office. So my leff f 
foot is as high ns tho mill. Awkward but can be done and I’ve been doing it 
for close to two years now. Doesn't improve the typing, tho! 



